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In vindication of this bill, my lords, we have been told
that the present law is ineffectual; that our manufacture is
not to be destroyed, or not this year; that the security
offered by the present bill has induced great numbers to
subscribe to the new fund; that it has been approved by
the commons; and that, if it be found ineffectual, it may
be amended another session.

All these arguments, my lords, I shall endeavour to
examine, because I am always desirous of gratifying those
great men to whom the administration of affairs is in-
trusted, and have always very cautiously avoided the
odium of disaffection which they will undoubtedly throw,
in imitation of their predecessors, upon all those whose
wayward consciences shall oblige them to hinder the exe-
cution of their schemes.

With a very strong desire, therefore, though with no
great hopes of finding them in the right, I venture to begin
my inquiry, and engage in the examination of their first
assertion, that the present law against the abuse of strong-
liquors is without effect.

I hope, my lords, it portends well to my inquiry, that
the first position which I have to examine is true, nor
can I forbear to congratulate your lordships upon having
heard from the new ministry one assertion not to be con-
tradicted.

It is evident, my lords, from daily observation, and de-
monstrable from the papers upon the table, that every year,
since the enaction of the last law, that vice has increased
which it was intended to repress, and that no time has
been so favourable to the retailers of spirits as that which
has passed since they were prohibited.

It may, therefore, be expected, my lords, that having
agreed with the ministers in their fundamental proposition,
I shall concur with them in the consequence which they
draw from it; and having allowed that the present law is
ineffectual, should admit that another is necessary.

But, my lords, in order to discover whether this conse-
quence be necessary, it must first be inquired why the
present law is of no force ? For, my lords, it will be found,